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Our leaders swear to uphold it, our military to defend it. It is the blueprint for the shape and function

of government itself and what defines Americans as Americans. But how many of us truly know our

Constitution? The United States Constitution: A Graphic Adaptation uses the art of illustrated

storytelling to breathe life into our nation's cornerstone principles. Simply put, it is the most

enjoyable and groundbreaking way to read the governing document of the United States. Spirited

and visually witty, it roves article by article, amendment by amendment, to get at the meaning,

background, and enduring relevance of the law of the land. What revolutionary ideas made the

Constitution's authors dare to cast off centuries of rule by kings and queens? Why do we have an

electoral college rather than a popular vote for president and vice president? How did a document

that once sanctioned slavery, denied voting rights to women, and turned a blind eye to state

governments running roughshod over the liberties of minorities transform into a bulwark of

protection for all? The United States Constitution answers all of these questions. Sure to surprise,

challenge, and provoke, it is hands down the most memorable introduction to America's founding

document.

Take a look at the Constitution as you've never seen it before in The United States Constitution: A

Graphic Adaptation. Writer Jonathan Hennessey and illustrator Aaron McConnell describe the

creation of Article I with vibrant, detailed graphics and captions that are surprisingly informative.

Each image below links to a larger view of the page [PDF].

Writer Hennessey and artist McConnell undertake the imposing task of going through the entire U.

S. Constitution, article by article, amendment by amendment, explaining their meaning and

implicationsâ€”in comics format. Avoiding the didactic, the book succeeds in being both consistently

entertaining and illuminating. The illustrations are sometimes predictable: as the text describes King

George III wrestling with the rebellion, the art shows him arm wrestling a colonist. More often, in the

editorial cartoon tradition, McConnell's art ranges inventively through different styles and devices,

from realistic depictions of historic personages to symbolic figures (the president as a man with the

White House as his head) and even talking birds and parodic superheroes. Hennessey is

particularly good at exploring the historical context in which various elements of the Constitution

originated, such as the excesses of European monarchies. He also chronicles the dark side of

constitutional history, notably how long it allowed slavery to remain legal. While the book depicts the



framers of the Constitution as practical men, readers will also be impressed by the framers' vision in

devising a system that has endured for two centuries, and it's a fine introduction to U.S. legal

history. (Oct.) Copyright Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights

reserved.
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